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Ecosystem services and disservices 
associated with living near the forest 

	  
 
The forest is an essential source of livelihoods for local 
people. Forests provide products such as firewood, 
construction wood, spices, and medicinal plants. In 
addition, coffee and honey from the forest also provide a 
source of cash income for people. But the forest is also 
home to many wild animals, including baboons, bush 
pigs, and leopards. These animals can negatively affect 
people's livelihoods through crop-raiding and livestock 
predation. To examine the balance between the benefits 
from the forest and the problems caused by wild 
animals, we talked to people from approximately 200 
households in Jimma Zone, Ethiopia. Especially people 
living near the forest reported that crop loss and 
livestock predation increased household food insecurity. 
Moreover, the need to actively guard against wild 
animals resulted in health problems, such as headaches 
and a loss of sleep. It sometimes also caused social 
conflicts, kept children and adults from pursuing an 

education, conflicted with cash-income activities, and 
inhibited the use of modern agricultural techniques. 
Unlike the problems associated with the forest, the 
benefits from the forest differed between households: 
There was a small group of households that received 
large benefits, especially from coffee and honey 
production. People living far from the forest had fewer 
problems with wild animals but also benefited less from 
the forest. Interestingly, despite widespread problems 
with wild animals, people had very positive attitudes 
towards the forest. They valued the products it provides, 
its regulation of the local climate, its prevention of soil 
erosion, and cherished it as a place to relax in. Our 
findings confirm that there is a need to find ways to 
mitigate problems with wild animals. They also show 
that the balance between benefits and problems could 
be more equally shared among households. 
 

 

Take-home messages 
§ Local people depend on the forest for their livelihoods, but wild animals pose serious challenges to them. 
§ Households living near the forest all experience similar problems with wild animals. 
§ However, benefits from the forest are distributed unequally, and some people benefit more than others. 
§ Despite problems, people value the forest for its products, climate and soil stabilization, and as a place to relax. 

Summary	  

→ Summary	  

Summary	  


